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M ary Dover Gossett Barker, age 82, of Davidson, NC passed away peacefully

on Sunday, August 3, 2025, while in the care of Novant Health Medical
Center in Huntersville, NC. Mary was born on Sunday, June 27, 1943, in Alto, GA to

Ernest and Elizabeth Louise (Smith) Dover. She was married to the late Bob Barker

on August 3, 1980.

Mary enjoyed flower gardening, traveling and was an avid reader and was an advocate for

woman's rights. She loved to entertain and cook elaborate dinners for her family and friends. She
was a singer in her church choir all of her life until her illness wouldn't allow her to.

Mary was predeceased by her parents her husband and her brother James Ross Dover. Left to

cherish her memory are her daughter Star Whittle and her husband Steve, her brothers William
Jesse Dover and his wife Suzanne, Richard Jasper Dover and his wife Edna Sue and John Milton

Dover and his wife Gail, her sisters Sherrie L Frankum and her husband Charles and Lisa Marie
Bate and her husband Jim and her godson Zack Lindsey and his wife Kate; granddaughter, Bryce
Whittle and her husband Spencer Pincock and granddaughter, Ashton Whittle.

Services for Mary are incomplete and will be announced by James Funeral Home.

Arrangements are in the care of James Funeral Home, 10520 Arahova Dr, Huntersville, NC 28078.
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TN Tony Neubauer shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Mary in her garden

August 5 at 5:25 PM

TN Tony Neubauer shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Mary Barker was more than just my neighbor—she was a cornerstone of our

community. I’ll always cherish the moments we shared: sipping wine by the fire pit,

trading cocktails and appetizers, and catching up during neighborhood

gatherings.When we first moved in, our yard was bare. But one afternoon, returning

from an errand, we were surprised and touched to find hostas planted in our front garden—gifts

from Mary’s own backyard. Those plants still grow today, a living reminder of her kindness.We

often cooked for one another and swapped recipes and tips, turning everyday meals into small

acts of friendship.Mary’s presence will be deeply missed, but the memories we made will remain a

lasting comfort.

August 5 at 12:53 PM
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TN Tony Neubauer shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. August 5 at 5:25 PM
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TN Tony Neubauer shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. August 5 at 12:53 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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